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than of the national consequences of defeat*
They hated Leon Blum more than they
feared Hitler.
Thus a nation was defeated because it had
not the courage to rouse the people to a
real fight for freedom. A system went
under, its own strength exhausted, because
it did not dare to draw fresh vigour from
the masses. Bourgeois democracy met its
doom because it had not been able or will-
ing to regenerate its dwindling life from the
rising forces of society.
Finie, la France. Here goes the French
Empire. Here lies national pride. Lagloireis
gone. Lz/^ra is dead. The rentiers are safe.
But they are safe only for to-day.
LABOUR'S WEAKNESS
Could France have been saved if the
working class could have thrown in its full
weight? We shall see later what chances
there were. But was there any one ready
to seize such a chance at all? It must be
said at the outset: French Labour was no
more prepared to save the nation than the
ruling classes were prepared to stand down
and let it try. It had neither strength
enough nor the will to use it.
It was weakened by its divisions.   The